








Elementary School Makerspaces are up and running!  Supplies, Set-up, Training…. before the 
students got to explore, the teachers helped set up the spaces and had their own “play dates.” 
The Makerspace classrooms were implemented in the majority of RPS elementary buildings 
over the past year and a half.  These spaces are designed to infuse innovation and imagination 
to create collaboration and problem-solving skills for students.

One of the most exciting accomplishments was providing many new titles for the annual Battle of 
the Books competition between Rockford area elementary schools.  Congratulations to Meadow 
Ridge Elementary school for winning the 2018 competition.

What a child learns in the fi rst 5 years impacts not just kindergarten readiness, but their ability 
to achieve their full potential much later in life.  High Scope preschool curriculum was awarded 
to ensure our youngest learners have the best opportunities to learn and succeed.

When you were a kid, did you dream of building a robot? For Matthew Stargardt’s students at 
North Rockford Middle School, that dream is becoming a reality. 

UPDATE

2017 FOUNDERS’ GRANT
UNDERWRITTEN BY WOLVERINE WORLDWIDE FOUNDATION



THANK YOU
TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS

TOTAL REVENUE OF $186,500 IN 2017-2018 

EVENTS ANNUAL 
GIVING

INTEREST & 
DIVIDEND 
INCOME

CORPORATE 
SPONSORSHIP

SPECIAL 
CAMPAIGNS

MEMORIAL 
GIFTS

6%35% 20% 19% 13% 7%

The Taste was REF’s largest fundraising event to date thanks to our 
generous sponsors and participating restaurants!  Local restaurants 
donated “tastes” or samples to attendees while they listened to fun 
music played by The Oxymorons and mingled with friends throughout 
Blythefi eld Country Club.  Mark your calendars and visit REF’s website 
to register for The Taste on April 13, 2019.

Thanks to all who joined us for the fi rst Aim for Education 
event.  Held last fall at the Kent County Conservation League, 
it was a fun day that raised over $23,000 towards grants in our 
community.

ROCKFORD EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Rockford Public Schools and Rockford Education Foundation 
proudly partner to honor outstanding community members 
and past graduates during the biennial Hall of Fame Induction 
Dinner.  The 2018 Hall of Fame inductees are Brian Morris 
(Cultural/Performing Arts), Trillium Hibbeln (Academic/Career 
Accomplishments), David Nagy (Service to Community), and Randall 
Sellhorn (Honorary Achievement – Contribution to Education in the 
Rockford Community). 



$25,000
Founders’ Grant Underwriter
   Wolverine Worldwide Foundation

$10,000-14,999
In Memory of Phyllis Grimm

$5,000-9,999
GMBae Architecture + Engineering
Integrated Packaging Machinery
Brian & Dana Kraus

$2,500-$4,999
William & Bobbi Jo Blanton
Byrne Electrical Specialists
Die Cad Group
Independent Bank
Meijer
Owen-Ames-Kimball Co.

$1,000-$2,499
Tim Anders REALTOR
Andrews, Hooper and Pavlick 
Applied Imaging
Chow Hound Pet Supplies
Douglas & Jeri Derks
Ross & Beth Dornan
Rick & Jill Ericksen
Durham & Mehling DDS
Charles & Sarah Ginebaugh
Steve & Janet Gulis
Ron & Nancy Hager
Christopher & Nancy Jesko
J. Kelly & Associates
JK Masonry, Inc.
Lidral Orthodontics
Jason & Sarah Mahar
Middleville Tool & Die Co.
Old National Bank
Plante Moran
Nick & Joan Reichenbach
Jim & Cheryl Scales
Joel & Katy Scheffler

Neal & Jill Silverman
Mike & Linda Tenbrink
Jeff & Kelly Timmer
Amy & John Vancil
Kevin & Sarah VanderWoude
Joane VanLuven
Steven Workman

$500-$999
Jeremy & Kelly Amshey
George Andrews
Dale & Tamara Arndt
Matt & Kristy Becker
Eric Bennett
Jason & Jamie Berris
Blue Cross Blue Shield
Sandy & Gary Buchanich
George Carroll Insurance
Communications by Design
Community West Credit Union
Mike & Kristine Cuneo
Brad & Jennifer Davis
Dean’s Landscaping and Excavating
Michael & Sherryl Despres
Heartland Builders
Infinity Homes
Tom & Lauren Hosford
Luan & Angela Le
Morris Builders
Stephen & Lyn Munson
Chuck & Mary Polonowski
R&W Krause Foundation, Inc.
Brian & Tracey Schamp
Mark & Debra Schremp
Mike & Connie Shibler
Spa Equipment Supply
Sparta Chevrolet
Swanson-Phillips & Associates
Title Boxing Club Grand Rapids
Towner Lund Group
Ward’s Hair Place
Jeffrey & Kirsten Weyerman
Bob & Ann Wilson

$250-$499
Action Chemical
Jim & Joan Bogart
John & Sue Burch
Adam & Melissa Burkholder
Lowell & Linda Bursch
Scott & Elisabeth Corder
David & Donita Coughlin
Chris & Kim Cruickshank
Carl & Karen Dufendach
Eidex
Ken & Claire Fawcett
Scott & Amanda Gerhardt
Hoekstra Transportation
Michael & Jo Anne Holton
Gloria Hosford
Tim & Lisa Jacobs
Eric & April Karas
Rob & Kirstin Kellner
Amy Noyes Klein
Randy & Colleen Laufersky
Jim & Anna Leitch
John & Gretchen Mousel
Bill & Ali Nash
Patten Monument
Duncan & Christina Purvis
Rockford Ace Hardware
Chris & Colette Smiley
Paul & Sue Spindler
Rick & Pam VandeKerkhoff
Erin & John Wenger
Thomas & Sarah Williams

In-Kind
Addie Guzman
Elise Davey
Amanda Currie

THANK YOU
TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS 



Rockford Education Foundation
P.O. Box 777 Rockford, MI 49341
www.rockfordEDfoundation.org
616.863.6317

SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, April 13, 2019

Rockford Education Foundation
Reporting Fiscal Year July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018

NEW FOR 2018-2019
Leave a Legacy at Rockford High School

visit rockfordEDfoundation.org/DonorWall 
to purchase a plaque


